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Day Trips from Washington DC 

 
There are so many things to do in the Washington, DC and so many trips to other 
parts of America to plan, that it is easy to overlook the surrounding area. These are 
some suggestions for just a day out, with the family or with visitors, within driving 
distance from the city. These are ideas for places to visit in Maryland, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia and the list is not exhaustive. There is so much to 
see and do so please let us know if you find something really good that could be added. 
 

The times and driving distances are estimates from the centre of Washington using the 
AAA Triptik tool and are designed to be a guide only. Where no website is quoted, 
please “google” the name of the site. DO check the opening times and visit directions 
details as summer and winter seasons vary considerably. Special events can also mean 
sites are very busy. Don’t forget that many sites do discounts for AAA members and military 
pass holders. 
 

About 20 - 30 minutes from the centre of DC 
 

Alexandria VA. This city 
is much more than a 
commuter satellite of DC 
(also easily reached by 
Metro – to King St 
station). It was once a 
thriving port; the 18th- 
and 19th-century edifices 
of the vibrant Old Town 
district are now occupied 
by shops, restaurants, 
and bars. Attractions 
include the Torpedo 

Factory Art Centre and Archaeology Museum, Carlyle House, 
Christchurch, the Lyceum Museum, and the George Washington 
Masonic Monument. 
 
Check out what is available at the Visitor Centre, located at 221 
King Street particularly look out for ask for any special offers. In the past they have done 
‘Blue star days’ when sites are free to military pass holders and a ‘Key to the City’ booklet 
that allows admission to nine historic sites and over 100 special offers at area attractions, 
shops, and restaurants. 
 
And for another time:- 
Visit the Farmers Market every Saturday 05.00-1200 in the Market Square, King St, Alexandria. 
There are a variety of historic and fun tours of Old Town Alexandria available including cruises on 
the Potomac River. You can also catch the ferry to and from Georgetown and the National 
Harbour. See www.visitalexandriava.com 
 

 

Old Town 
Source: Google Picture Library 

The Waterfront, Alexandria 
Source: Writers Own Picture 

http://www.visitalexandriava.com/things-to-do/alexandria-key-to-the-city/
http://www.visitalexandriava.com/things-to-do/alexandria-key-to-the-city/
http://www.visitalexandriava.com/
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Mount Vernon, VA. T h i s  wa s  George 
Washington’s Potomac River estate, where a new 
visitors’ center and state-of-the-art interactive 
exhibits bring the 18th-century plantation to life. The 
site includes a 500-acre estate and a 14-room 
mansion that is beautifully restored and furnished 
with original objects dating back to the 1740s. 
Visitors can explore the mansion, the outbuildings 
(including the kitchen, slave quarters, 
smokehouse, coach house and stables), the 

gardens and the new museum and learn about 
the life of America's first president and his family.  

Mount Vernon is located along the 18-mile Mount Vernon trail, 14 miles south of Washington 
parking is free. Bicyclists enjoy the scenic ride to the Estate and bike racks are located near 
Mount Vernon's Main Gate. You can easily spend most of the day at Mount Vernon,  but  
during the peak season, it gets very busy. The approximate waiting time will be listed at the 
Main Gate. To avoid long lines, visit Mount Vernon on a weekday or November – March. 
See  www.mountvernon.org 

 
Fort Washington, MD. Across the river from Fort Hunt and Mount Vernon, this was once the 
only defensive fort protecting Washington, D.C. A formidable bastion still remains to be explored 
along with a small museum. The site is now part of a very extensive park with spectacular 
views of the Potomac River and hiking paths. It is a scenic place for picnicking, fishing and 
outdoor recreation. www.nps.gov/fowa 

 
Museum of the Marine Corps, Quantico VA. The 

National Marine Corps Museum,  

is a state-of-the-art museum that uses interactive 

technology, multi-media exhibits and thousands of 

artifacts to bring to life the values, mission, and 

culture of the Marine Corps. It is located on a 135-acre 

site next to the U.S. Marine Corps Base at Quantico, 

The focal point of the National Marine Corps Museum 

building is a soaring, 210-foot tilted mast atop a 160-

foot glass atrium. This design was inspired by the 

famous Iwo Jima flag raising of World War II, that 

also inspired the Iwo Jima Memorial in Arlington, 

Virginia. 

Admission and parking are free. A flight simulator and an M-16 A2 rifle range cost $5 each. See 

www.usmcmuseum.org 

 

Great Falls Park VA/MD. This is an 800-acre park located along the Potomac River, and is one 

of the most spectacular natural landmarks in the Washington DC metropolitan area. The natural 

beauty of Great Falls Park and its close proximity to downtown Washington, DC make this park 

popular with local residents and tourists who are visiting the area. The park has two locations: in 

Maryland and Virginia. Please note, that there is no crossing between the two sides of the 

Potomac River. You can view the falls from several observation areas upon each side of the 

George Washington's Home  
Source Google Picture Library 

The Mast 
Source Google Library Picture 

http://www.mountvernon.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington%2C_D.C
http://www.nps.gov/fowa/
http://dc.about.com/od/monuments/a/IwoJima.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/monuments/a/IwoJima.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/monuments/a/IwoJima.htm
http://www.usmcmuseum.org/
http://dc.about.com/od/communities/a/The-Potomac-River.htm
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river but there is a different access for each bank. The falls cascade into 20 foot waterfalls 

displaying the steepest fall line rapids of any eastern river. Great Falls Park offers a variety of 

acincluding hiking, picnicking, kayaking, rock climbing, bicycling, and horseback riding. See 

www.nps.gov/grfa 

About 40 minutes away 
 
National Air and Space Museum; Steven F Udvar-Hazy Centre, Chantilly, VA. 
(40 mins) The Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center near Washington Dulles International Airport is the 
companion facility to the Museum on the National Mall. The building opened in December, 2003, 
and provides enough space for the Smithsonian to display the thousands of aviation and space 
artifacts (including a space shuttle) that cannot be exhibited at the Museum in Washington, DC. The 
two sites together showcase the largest collection of aviation and space artifacts in the world. 
www.airandspace.si.edu/museum/udvarhazy 

 
Fort Meade MD.  – Cryptology Museum (40 mins) The National Cryptologic Museum is the 
National Security Agency's principal gateway to the public. It shares the Nation's, as well as NSA's, 
cryptologic legacy and place in world history. Located adjacent to NSA Headquarters, Ft. George 
G. Meade, MD, the Museum houses a collection of thousands of artifacts that together give a rare 
insight into the early development of computers and the intelligence world.  
www.nsa.gov/about/cryptologic_heritage/museum 
 

Gunston Hall is the home of George Mason who first 
penned the words, “That all men are born equally free 
and independent,and have certain inherent natural 
Rights… among which are the Enjoyment of Life and 
Liberty, with the Means of acquiring and possessing 
Property, and pursuing and  obtaining  Happiness and 
Safety.”— Virginia Declaration of Rights, May, 1776. 
Gunston Hall was once the centre of a 5,500-acre 
tobacco and corn plantation. Its owner, George Mason 
IV (1725-1792), was a fourth generation Virginian who 
became a senior statesman and author of the Virginia 
Declaration of Rights, Mason was among the first to call 
for such fundamental American liberties as religious 
toleration and freedom of the press. 
Mansion and Museum open daily see www.gunstonhall.org 
 
 

Woodlawn and Frank Lloyd Wright’s Pope-Leighey House, are sites belonging to the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation hidden from view at 9000 Richmond Highway (U.S. Route 1) but 
located on the same grounds near Alexandria,(and Fort Belvoir)Virginia. Woodlawn is a 
Federal/Georgian-style home designed by William Thornton, architect of the U.S. Capitol and the 
Pope-Leighey House is a simple, yet stunning, Usonian home. Both are combined with a working 
farm operated through a partnership with Arcadia Center for Sustainable Food & Agriculture. 
www.woodlawn1805.org 

 
Both houses have summer opening March to mid December; and limited space so check times and 
entrance fees on the website. All visitors must be accompanied by a tour guide and openings may 
also vary due to exhibitions 
 
Manassas National Battlefield Park VA. Manassas, Virginia. The 5000-acre park preserves 

George Mason's Home 
Source Google Library Picture 

http://www.nps.gov/grfa
http://airandspace.si.edu/museum/flagship.cfm
http://airandspace.si.edu/museum/flagship.cfm
http://www.airandspace.si.edu/museum/udvarhazy
http://www.nsa.gov/about/cryptologic_heritage/museum
http://www.gunstonhall.org/
http://www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/woodlawn
http://www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/pope-leighey-house
http://www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/pope-leighey-house
http://www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/pope-leighey-house
http://www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/pope-leighey-house
http://www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/arcadia
http://www.woodlawn1805.org/
http://dc.about.com/od/nationalparks/ss/ManassBattlefld.htm
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the site of the First and Second Battles of Manassas during the Civil War, where victory by the 
South tested the Union’s resolve. On July 21, 1861, two armies clashed for the first time on the 
fields overlooking Bull Run. Heavy fighting swept away any notion of a quick war. In August 1862, 
Union and Confederate armies converged for a second time on the plains of Manassas. The 
Confederates won a solid victory bringing 
them to the height of their power. The Henry Hill Visitors Center features a 45-minute orientation 
film and a museum exhibiting civil war era uniforms, weapons and artifacts. The park offers a 
variety of activities, scenic vistas, and walking trails.  As home to numerous bird species, 
Manassas National Battlefield Park has recently been named as an important birding site by the 
National Audobon Society. See www.nps.gov/mana 
 
 

About 45 minutes away 
 

Annapolis MD. Elegant 
centuries-old mansions 
and government buildings 
speak to the long-standing 
regional prominence of 
Maryland’s State Capital; 
it is possible to visit the 
United States Naval 
Academy explore the 

Maryland Statehouse, 
once used for the 

Continental Congress, and now home to the Maryland State Legislature. Or you can immerse 
yourself in Annapolis’ history at Historyquest, an orientation center with exhibits on Annapolis’ 
African American history, maritime heritage, and the Civil War. Or learn about seafaring history at 
the Annapolis Maritime Museum. Or you can just wander and enjoy the sun, sea, boats and of 
course the seafood. 
See www.visitannapolis.org and www.usna.edu/visit.htm 

 

Sandy Point State Park is the closest beach to the 
Washington, DC area. The park is located on the west 
side of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge and offers 
recreational activities including swimming, fishing, 
crabbing, boating and windsurfing. 
www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/southern/sandypoint.asp 

 
 

Eastern Shore towns are a little further, across 
Chesapeake Bay, St. Michaels (1 hour 40 mins) is one 
of several small towns along the bay coast known for 
boating, blue crabs, and a much gentler pace of life. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

The City and Naval College from the Harbour 
Source City Website image 

The Lighthouse, St Michaels 
Source Town website image 

http://www.nps.gov/mana
http://www.usna.edu/visit.htm
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/southern/sandypoint.asp
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About 1 hour away 
 
Baltimore (which locals call “Charm City”) is often overshadowed by high-profile DC but has a 
revitalized waterfront, proudly diverse neighborhoods, and stellar museums, including the 
wonderfully loopy American Visionary Art Museum (800 Key Hwy), a National Aquarium (501 
E. Pratt St) the Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine that still dominates the 
harbor entrance. Baltimore’s Inner Harbor hasn’t seen ship traffic since the 1950s; instead, 
it’s been transformed into a major tourist destination known for family-friendly activities such 

as ship visits and the hands on learning of the 
Maryland Science Centre. 

The main attraction is the National Aquarium 
consistently regarded as one of the best in the world. 
The main building is a cylinder with one spiral of 
exhibits going up and a second coming down, 
covering freshwater and marine fish, coastal regions, 
and the open ocean, with a special section on beautiful, 
delicate jellyfish. In the center is a big tank full of 
sharks and rays, cruising endlessly, and at the top is 
a rainforest reconstruction full of birds. An addition 
completed in 2005 houses a dolphin show and habitat.  

www.baltimore.org/attractions and for parking 
www.baltimore.org/transportation/parking-information 

 
For lunch visit Harborplace, an indoor mall halfway between the Aquarium and the Science 
Center, with dozens of stores, 10 restaurants, and 30 eateries. At the end of the day, stick 
around and watch the sun set from an outdoor café. Families may also enjoy the Port Discovery 
Children’s Museum, located a few blocks Northeast of the Aquarium. For more about the 
Aquarium visit www.aqua.org and for more about the Science Center go to www.mdsci.org. 

 

Fredericksburg VA. This was the frontier settlement on the banks of the Rappahannock 

River when George Washington spent his formative years a t Ferry Farm, where he 
supposedly tossed a coin across the Rappahannock and never told a lie about chopping down 
the cherry tree. His mother lived out her life in a house he purchased for her on Charles Street, 
and she is buried on what was then Kenmore Plantation, home of his sister, Betty Washington 
Lewis. 
During the Civil War the town was equidistant from Richmond and Washington -- the two rival 
capitals – and the area was repeatedly fought over. A major battle took place in the town itself 
and other engagements at nearby at Chancellorsville, The Wilderness, and Spotsylvania 
Courthouse. Stonewall Jackson was mistakenly shot by his own 
men at Chancellorsville; his amputated arm is buried at Ellwood 
Plantation. Clara Barton and Walt Whitman nursed wounded 
Federal soldiers in Chatham mansion, just across the river. 
Cannonballs embedded in the walls of some prominent 
buildings, as well as the graves of 17,000 Civil War soldiers, are 
grim reminders of that tragic era. A network of self-guided tours 
takes in four key Civil War sites forming Fredericksburg & 
Spotsylvania National Military Park. The James Monroe 
Museum and Memorial library is also located in historic downtown 
Fredericksburg, and holds the country’s largest collection of 
artifacts and documents related to the fifth president of the United 

Visiting Ships in Baltimore Inner Harbour 
Source Google Library Picture 

Aerial View of town 
Source City Website Photo Library 

http://www.baltimore.org/attractions
http://www.baltimore.org/transportation/parking-information
http://www.portdiscovery.org/
http://www.portdiscovery.org/
http://www.aqua.org/
http://www.mdsci.org/
http://www.nps.gov/frsp/
http://www.nps.gov/frsp/
http://www.nps.gov/frsp/
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States. 
See www.visitfred.com for general information for visitors and other attractions in the town; for the 
sites associated with George Washington (Ferry Farm, Kenmore and Mary Washingtons House) 
are listed at  www.visitfred.com/history  and  jamesmonroemuseum.umw.edu 
 
For Civil War history see www.nps.gov/frsp  Fredericksburg Battlefield Visitor Center Features a 
22-minute film offered on the hour and the half hour and is a good place to start but check times on 
the website. It also offers a Sunken Road Walking Tour a 35-minute guided walk along the 
battlefield. The Chancellorsville Battlefield Visitor Centre features a 22-minute film shown on the 
hour and half hour but again check times and fee. Both centres offer information, maps and driving 
routes but also have winter and summer opening times.  

There is also Jackson Wounding Walking Tour, a 35-minute guided walk along the site 
of "Stonewall" Jackson's wounding (inquire at information desk). Wilderness Battlefield Exhibit 
Shelter, and the Spotsylvania Court House Battlefield Exhibit Shelter are open-air shelters 
designed to help visitors understand the battles. Chatham House Historic building and Union 
headquarters and Ellwood, a historic home used as a Union headquarters. There is also the 
Stonewall" Jackson Shrine off I95 where the hero died. 

  

About 90 minutes away 
 

Harper’s Ferry WV. This town sprang up during the 
mid–18th century at the confluence of the Potomac 
and Shenandoah Rivers controlling one of the main 
routes west. Its significance was not missed during 
the civil war and the site was fought over repeatedly 
and it was also the site of the largest single 
surrender of Union troops during the Civil War, with 
nearly 12,500 men captured. 

It is best known, however, as the site of one 
of the most famous acts of political terrorism in 
American history. On the night of 16 October, 1859, 

abolitionist John Brown and 21 other men attacked 
and captured the U.S. Armory there. Their goal was 
to use the armory’s 100,000 rifles and muskets to 
arm the slaves of   Virginia   and   launch   a   guerilla   war   against 
slaveholders, a war Brown hoped would spread across the South. The plan went awry when, on 
18 October, a party of Marines under the command of then-Colonel Robert E. Lee stormed in, 
killed half the men, and captured half of the rest. Just five escaped. Brown was hanged barely 
two weeks later but the event terrified supporters of slavery. Many were convinced that Brown 
represented the true face of abolitionism and that Republicans like Abraham Lincoln were lying 
when they said they only wanted to halt the spread of slavery to new states. When Lincoln was 
elected, the South was sure they had no choice but to secede. 

Today it’s in the middle of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park and is popular with 
hikers and white-water rafters. The 6.5-mile Maryland Heights trail climbs to a stunning views of 
the valley and you can also visit the field of the Battle of Harpers Ferry, a precursor to the Battle of 
Antietam and tour John Brown’s Fort (the armory building where he and his men made their last 
stand) and learn about life in the 19th century by visiting several preserved buildings. 
For more information, visit www.historicharpersferry.com or www.johnbrownsraid.org, or visit the 
National Park web site at www.nps.gov/hafe 
. 
 

Harpers Ferry 
Source Google Picture Library 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=241&hl=en&biw=1382&bih=735&tbm=isch&tbnid=S2o72j6Fuj31CM:&imgrefurl=http://blog.preservationnation.org/2009/06/30/protecting-preserving-historic-harpers-ferry/&docid=bK8q_7oUv3NCNM&imgurl=http://blog.preservationnation.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/06/harpers_ferry.jpg&w=456&h=300&ei=nxYuU9rLLtPE2QW-sYHYCg&zoom=1&ved=0CKIBEIQcMDM4yAE&iact=rc&dur=3646&page=13&ndsp=20
http://www.visitfred.com/
http://www.visitfred.com/history%20%20%20and%20%20jamesmonroemuseum.umw.edu
http://www.nps.gov/frsp
http://www.historicharpersferry.com/
http://www.johnbrownsraid.org/
http://www.nps.gov/hafe
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Antietam National Battlefield, Sharpsburg Maryland. This park is about 70 miles from 
Washington and preserves the site of the devastating battle that halted the first invasion by the 
Confederate Army of the North during the Civil War. In just one day 23,000 soldiers were killed, 
wounded or missing. You can now take a 81/2 mile auto tour or hike through the battlefield, and 
events are scheduled throughout the year. Explore the museum exhibits in the visitor center and 
view the 26-minute introductory film which is shown on the hour and the half- hour. The Pry House 
Field Hospital Museum features exhibits relating to the care of wounded. See details at 
www.nps.gov/ancm 
 

Gettysburg, PA. This iconic location is 84 miles 
north of Washington DC, in Adams County, PA 
just north of the Maryland line. The Battle of 
Gettysburg was a turning point in the Civil War, the 
Union victory that ended General Robert E. Lee's 
second and most ambitious invasion of the North. 
Often referred to as the "High Water Mark of the 
Rebellion", Gettysburg was the war's bloodiest 

battle with 51,000 casualties and remains the 
largest battle ever fought in North America. It 
was also the inspiration for President    Abraham    

Lincoln's    immortal    "Gettysburg Address". The 
Visitor Center tells the story of the American Civil 
War and Battle of Gettysburg through a variety of 
exhibits, interactive displays, films, and the Gettysburg Cyclorama. There’s also an education 
center, bookstore, computer resource room and restaurant. This is the best place to start your 
visit to Gettysburg. 

Today the historic town is a year-round destination with a wide range of attractions and 
events. Gettysburg is a charming historic town with great antique shops, art galleries and 
restaurants. Adams County is apple country and home to the National Apple Museum and the 
Gettysburg Wine and Fruit Trail. A "must see" is the Gettysburg Cyclorama, a massive 360- 
degree oil painting of the Battle of Gettysburg that was first exhibited in 1884 and refurbished in 
2008. Nearby is the Eisenhower National Historic Site where Dwight D. Eisenhower retired in 
Gettysburg after World War II. Visitors can tour the President's home, enjoy a self-guided walk 
around the farm, or join a park ranger. 
www.nps.gov/gett 
 
The battlefield Along over 40 miles of scenic roads, 1,400 monuments, markers and memorials 
commemorate the Battle of Gettysburg. The National Park Service offers 2.5 hour guided bus 
tours and private car tours (a licensed guide drives your car and comes highly recommended and 
is very cost effective if you have two visitors). You can also purchase a CD audio tour from the 
museum book store. During the summer months, visitors enjoy battlefield walks, evening campfire 
programs, and special living history programs and concerts. 

150th Anniversary From 2011-2015, Gettysburg will take center stage as America commemorates 
the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War. Many Americans will take this opportunity to learn more 
about their nation’s past and mark the occasion at Gettysburg with battle re-enactments, living 
history programs, special events, and tours. 
 
Point Lookout State Park MD. This is located at the most southern point of Maryland on the west 
side of the Chesapeake Bay. Enjoy great views as well as swimming, fishing, boating and camping. 
Point Lookout is a historic site, the location of a prison camp during the 
Civil War. Visit the Civil War Museum/Marshland Nature Center and learn about the area’s history 
and its wildlife. It retains Point Lookout Light, the original light house built in 1830, a fishing pier, 

The wall on cemetery Ridge with Union and Confederate 
monuments on either side 

Source Website Photo Library 

http://www.nps.gov/ancm
http://www.nps.gov/eise
http://www.nps.gov/gett
http://dc.about.com/od/daytripsgetaways/ss/Point-Lookout-State-Park.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Point_Lookout_Light
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boat launch facilities, public beaches and facilities, overnight camping, Civil War historical remains, 
and, reputedly, many ghosts. 
The Civil War Museum/Marshland Nature Center is open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 9 A.M until 5 P.M. and Saturday and Sunday from 10 A.M. until 6 P.M. until the end of 
October. See www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/southern/pointlookout.asp 
 
 

Montpellier Mansion, at Montpellier Station, Virginia was 
the lifelong home of President James Madison, the Father 
of the Constitution and his wife Dolley, America's first First 
Lady. It was here at Montpelier where James Madison 
imagined the Constitution, spending six months in his 
upstairs library researching governments, organising his 
thoughts into what he believed were the ideal principles for 
a representative democracy. Madison’s ideas would 
become the “Virginia Plan,” and later the framework for the 

Constitution. The Montpelier estate dates from 1723 and 
features the renovated mansion, garden, historic buildings, 
exhibits, archaeological sites, and forests trails, with 
wonderful views of the Southwest Mountains. Spend an 
hour or two strolling the grounds, picnicking, and learning 
more about the Constitution, James Madison, and 
Montpelier. 
www.montpelier.org  
 
 
 
 

Two to three hours from the centre of DC 

West (andSouth) 
 
 
Front Royal, is a two-hour drive from Washington, DC, 
which will take you up to the spine of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. That’s where you’ll find the sprawling forest of 
Shenandoah National Park. The  park  encompasses part 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains and is long and narrow, with 
the broad Shenandoah River and Valley on the west side, 
and the rolling hills of the Virginia Piedmont on the east. 
The highest peak is Hawksbill Mountain at 4,051 feet 
(1,235) It’s a beautiful place with magnificent views of tree-
filled valleys, especially stunning in the fall. Although it’s a 
mere 75 miles from the heart of Washington, nearly 40 
percent of its 196,000 acres have been officially designated 
as wilderness by Congress. It is best seen from the scenic 
Skyline Drive which winds along mountain crests for more 
than 100 miles, right down the middle of the park. Pull off at 
one of 75 overlooks to take pictures or hike a portion of the 
Appalachian Trail, which runs along Shenandoah’s main 
axis, or hike on the park’s 400 other miles of trails. 
Shenandoah is home to more than 200 bird species. More 

James and Dolley Madison in the grounds of 
Montpelier 

Source Writers own Picture 

View from Skyline Drive  Blue Ridge Mountains from the Skyline Drive 
Source Writers Own Picture 

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/southern/pointlookout.asp
http://www.montpelier.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Ridge_Mountains
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shenandoah_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shenandoah_Valley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piedmont_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawksbill_Mountain
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than half are known to breed in the park, including 18 species of warblers (notably the declining 
Cerulean and Blackburnian warblers) and in recent years a pair of peregrine falcons. You also 
might run into deer, foxes, or any of the 50 other mammals that make the park home. 
See  www.nps.gov/shen or www.visitskylinedrive.org  
 
Museum of the Shenandoah Valley Winchester interprets the art, history and culture of the great 
central valley and includes Glen Burnie House dating from the eighteenth century, six acres of 
spectacular gardens and a modern museum with interactive interpretation and multimedia 
presentationswww.shenandoahmuseum.org 
 

Luray Caverns For more than 130 years, Luray 
Caverns has been renowned as one of the world's 
most spectacular natural wonders and is one of the 
largest commercial caves in the Eastern 
USA.www.luraycaverns.com 

 

Shenandoah Valley Wine Trail starts at about an 

hour's drive west of Washington, DC and lies in the 
Shenandoah Valley and includes some of Virginia’s 
best wineries. The Valley is Virginia’s premier wine 
growing destination. The climate conditions of the 
Valley, with an average of only 32 inches of annual 
rainfall, produce intense flavors and aromas in the 
wine. 
www.shenandoahvalleywinetrail.com 
 
The Skyline Drive winds down to Waynesboro VA (on 
the I64) and then continues as the Blue Ridge 
Parkway to Cherokee TN in the Great Smoky 
Mountains, a total distance of around about 400 miles. 
 
A few miles west of Waynesboro is picturesque 

Staunton, home to the American Shakespeare Center’s Black friars playhouse – a reconstruction 
of the one on London – that faithfully and energetically performs the bards works along with other 
Renaissance dramas all year round.  
 
It is also the birthplace of President Woodrow Wilson and his former home now houses his 
presidential library and museum. 
www.woodrowwilson.org 

 
On the edge of Staunton is the Museum of the American Frontier Culture - An outdoor, living 
history museum with exhibits and programs that explore the diverse old world origins of the earliest 
immigrants to America and the culture theycreated together. 
www.frontiermuseum.org 
 
Possibly too much for one day! A great weekend trip could return to Washington via Thomas 

Jefferson’s House at Monticello (a few miles east of Waynesboro) or James Madison’s at 

Monpellier, (to the north), or some of the many places to visit around Richmond. See below 
 

 

Luray Caverns 
Source Writers Own Picture 

http://www.nps.gov/shen
http://www.visitskylinedrive.org/
http://www.shenandoahmuseum.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Show_cave
http://www.luraycaverns.com/
http://www.shenandoahvalleywinetrail.com/
http://www.woodrowwilson.org/
http://www.frontiermuseum.org/
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East 

 
Washington, DC is a few hours drive away from 

several beaches and coastal sites on Chesapeake 

Bay and the Eastern Shore of Maryland. It is also a 

place to find glorious seafood and many opportunities 

to see wildlife such as the Blackwater National 

Wildlife Refuge located on the, approximately 12 

miles south of the town of Cambridge. The Refuge 

includes over 27,000 acres, composed mainly of rich 

tidal marsh. At the Refuge, visitors will find a Visitor 

Center, a Wildlife Drive, four hiking trails, three 

paddling trails, miles of cycling roads, hunting, fishing 

and crabbing opportunities, and even ‘adventures in 

environmental education’. The Refuge is a popular 

place during the November migration when upwards of 35,000 geese and 15,000 ducks visit 

Blackwater, and is also host to the largest breeding population of bald eagles on the East Coast, 

north of Florida.www.fws.gov/blackwater 

 

The national parks at Assateague Island MD , and further south Chincoteague VA, are well 
known for the more than 300 wild ponies who wander the beaches and as great locations for bird 
watching, seashell collecting, clamming, swimming, surf fishing, beach hiking and more but are at 
least three hours away.  This is a great place for a week end stay or overnight stop on the way to 
Hampton Roads. See NPS Website and www.chincoteague.com www.assateagueisland.com 

 

Ocean City MD Ten miles of white sandy beaches beside the Atlantic Ocean , amusement parks, 

arcades and miniature golf courses, shopping and theatres and a three mile board walk. Rehoboth,   

just down the road, is a very individual beach community while Dewey Beach has the ocean on one 

side and the bay on the other. The area is popular for watersports 

and learning new water skills. 
www.ococean.com 

 

Lewes, DE. This small historic town has restaurants, shops, 
museums and bed and breakfasts. The public beach is on the 
Delaware Bay and has very little wave activity which makes it a 
good beach for young children. A short drive will take you to Cape 
Henlopen State Park where the Delaware Bay meets the Atlantic 
Ocean and the beach has sand dunes, nature trails, recreation 
and designated swimming areas.  
www.lewes.com and www.destateparks.com/park/cape-henlopen 
 

A ferry runs from Lewes to Cape May in New Jersey and could make an interesting 
alternative route to return to the Washington area. 
 

 

Bald Eagles at Blackwater 
Source Google picture Library 

The Beach at Cape Henlopen 
Source Google Picture Library 

http://www.fws.gov/blackwater
http://www.chincoteague.com/
http://www.assateagueisland.com/
http://www.ococean.com/
http://www.lewes.com/
http://www.destateparks.com/park/cape-henlopen
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South 
 

Richmond, VA (1 Hr 40mins) Virginia boasts having 
more history than any other state - and much of it 
occurred in the Richmond Region. The second 
successful English settlement is re- created at 
Henricus Historical Park. Patrick Henry delivered his 
famous "Give  me  liberty  or  give  me  death" 
speech at St. John's Church. Tour the Virginia Capitol, 
designed by Thomas Jefferson - or stroll along 
Monument Avenue, the only avenue that's designated a 
National Historic Landmark in the United States. It was 

the capital of the Confederacy and as such was 
besieged and defended during the civil war. Today 

there are many other activities including water sports along the river and off I-95, Kings 
Dominion, one of the largest amusement parks in the USA. 
Places to visit include the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts (VMFA) which has a collection of art 
that spans the globe and more than 5,000 years, plus a wide array of special exhibitions, and is 
recognized as one of the top comprehensive art museums in the United States. 
The Museum of the Confederacy at 1201 E. Clay St., Richmond, VA 
23219, houses the nation’s most comprehensive collection of military, 
political and domestic artifacts and art associated with the Confederacy, 

and offers guided tours of the White House of 
the Confederacy, Civil War residence of 
Confederate President Jefferson Davis. 

The American Civil War Center at 500 
Tredegar St., Richmond, VA 23219 is housed in 
the 1861 Gun Foundry, and its exhibits explore 
the war through three interwoven perspectives: Union, Confederate and 
African-American. 
Petersburg National Battlefield (2 Hrs) and also Pamplin Museum of 
the Confederate soldier to the south of Richmond offer the opportunity 

to walk the civil war defences of the city and the site of vicious trench warfare. 
See www.virginia.org/visit_richmond/ for links to all these sites. 
 
Shirley Plantation on the James River (2hr 15 mins) is Virginia's first plantation. Founded in 
1613, only six years after the first permanent English settlement at Jamestown, the construction 
of the present mansion began about 1723. During its long history and under the leadership of one 
family, Shirley Plantation has survived Indian uprisings, Bacon's Rebellion, the American 
Revolution, the American Civil War, and the Great Depression. The guided tour of the Great 
House highlights original family furnishings, portraits, silver, and hand- carved woodwork as well 
as stories of the Hill-Carter family, eye witnesses to eleven generations of American history. As 
one architectural historian contends, "Shirley Plantation is the most 
intact 18th century estate in Virginia". Several features such as the 
"Flying Staircase" and the Queen Anne forecourt are the only remaining 
examples in North America of this architectural style. Included on the 
self-guided grounds tour are formal gardens and eight original colonial 
outbuildings. 

Capitol Virginia designed by Thomas Jefferson Source City 
Picture Library 

White House of the 
Confederacy 

Source City picture Library 

http://www.virginia.org/visit_richmond/
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Today, Shirley continues to be a working plantation, and is the oldest family-owned 
business in North America. It is still a private family home, and a direct 
link between colonial society and today. 
See www.shirleyplantation.com 
For other Plantations along the James River see www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/jamesriver 
 

Williamsburg (2hrs 18mins) 
the colonial capital; and 
nearby Jamestown, the 
museum and reconstruction 
of the first English settlement 
and Yorktown the site of the 
British surrender are together 
known as the ‘Historic 
Triangle’.  

 
 

The Visitor Centre at 101, Visitor Centre Drive, Williamsburg, Virginia 23185 1 800 447 8679 and  
www.colonialwilliamsburg.com is a good place to start planning a trip. 
 
The Historic Triangle is open all year and off peak can be the best time to go. Pre Christmas 
markets are held in Williamsburg and the town is decorated for Thanksgiving. It is a top tip for the 
Historic Triangle sites to check out entrance fees, combination tickets and any discounts you 
might qualify for, in advance. Williamsburg is also home to Busch Gardens and several shopping 
outlets. It is possible to visit the commercial parts of the town without paying the entry fee but the 
historic buildings, museums and reconstructions are entered only by the admission fee.  
 
There is so much to see that you could take a long weekend or several days and, as the 
area is less than an hour from Norfolk, you could then return via the 17 mile long 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge and the Eastern Shore of Virginia to Annapolis. The total 
estimated time of this trip is only about nine hours, but several stops are essential to see 
the museums and reconstructions of the Historic Triangle; the Hampton Roads Naval 
Museums, USS Wisconsin or the Chrysler Gallery in Norfolk, Va; the First Landing State 
Park in Virginia Beach and the wildness of the Eastern Coast at Chincoteague and 
Assateague Islands.  
 
Top tip try to cross the Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel (HRBT) and the Chesapeake Bay Bridge 
Tunnel (CBBT) at off peak times and be prepared for the toll on the CBBT. 
See www.history.org; www.historyisfun.org; www.visitwilliamsburg.com 
And www.virginia.org/Directory/Attractions/?city=Norfolk ; www.virginia.org/regions/EasternShore 
 

Monticello (2 Hrs 8mins) Thomas Jefferson’s home on 
the hill top above Charlottesville Va is the only home in 
the USA to be recognized as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site and not to be missed. 
Begin your visit with a self-guided tour through the new 
visitor center located on the lower slope of Monticello 
Mountain. The centre is designed to introduce ‘the 
power of place and strength of ideas’, and showcase 
the construction and evolution of the house. Interactive 
displays introduce Jefferson's ideals and both the 
enslaved and free community who lived and worked on 

Plantation House – 
Source Google Picture Library 

On Parade 
Source Website image Library 

Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello Source 
Google Picture Library 

http://www.shirleyplantation.com/
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/jamesriver
http://www.colonialwilliamsburg.com/
http://www.colonialwilliamsburg.com/
http://www.history.org/
http://www.historyisfun.org/
http://www.visitwilliamsburg.com/
http://www.virginia.org/Directory/Attractions/?city=Norfolk
http://www.virginia.org/regions/EasternShore
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the plantation. Don't miss the fifteen-minute, award-winning film, "Thomas Jefferson's World," 
spanning Jefferson's core concepts about liberty, and other world-changing ideas, that have 
reached far beyond his time period to present day. 
A quick shuttle bus ride takes you to the house - the center of Jefferson's world. A guided tour will 
give you some understanding of the status and the genius of Jefferson, through ‘his three-
dimensional autobiographical statement,’ at Monticello. You will see artifacts from the Lewis & 
Clark Expedition; Jefferson's library and private Cabinet; Jefferson's bedroom and his brilliant 
chrome yellow dining room. 
You may then stroll around the grounds or take one or two optional tours of the Plantation 
Community or Gardens and Grounds. 
Various "Behind the Scenes" tours are also available. The Museum Shop has one of one of the 
largest selection of Jefferson titles available anywhere. 
See www.monticello.org Monticello is open every day of the year, including Sundays, except 
Christmas. But check the website for times of tours and admission. 
 
There is a cafe at the visitor centre but if you want to sample a ‘real’ eighteenth century Tavern, 
just like Williamsburg, and the Mount Vernon Inn, stop off at the Michie Tavern on the way up the 
hill. 
 
Nearby is historic and picturesque Charlottesville home to the University of Virginia, founded by 
Jefferson, and the only courthouse to have been used by three lawyer Presidents—Jefferson, 
Madison and Monroe. The town is a busy interesting mix of restored houses, bookshops and chic 
boutiques (many staying open late on weekends) and dozens of restaurants. 

 
   You are also in the centre of the Virginia Wine country and there are many tours, 
visits and tastings available. 

See www.virginiawine.org to download guides to the wineries and tastings available 
in your area. 
 Also  www.virginia.org/directory/wineriesandbreweries/ for suggested tour 

routes and bookings. 
 
 
 

http://www.monticello.org/site/visit/film-thomas-jeffersons-world
http://www.monticello.org/site/visit/film-thomas-jeffersons-world
http://www.monticello.org/site/visit/tours/slavery-monticello-tours
http://www.monticello.org/site/visit/tours/slavery-monticello-tours
http://www.monticello.org/site/visit/tours/gardens-and-grounds-tours
http://www.monticello.org/site/visit/tours/behind-scenes-tours
http://www.monticello.org/site/visit/museum-shop
http://www.monticello.org/
http://www.virginiawine.org/


 

 

North 
 

Amish museums and farms of Lancaster 
County Pn (C. 2hrs 15 mins) The Pennsylvania 
Amish of Lancaster County are America's oldest 
Amish settlement, where thousands still live a 
centuries-old "Plain" lifestyle. Arriving in PA Dutch 
Country allows you to step back in time to enjoy a 
slower, more peaceful pace – one where the horse 
& buggy remains a primary form of transportation, 
and where windmills dot the landscape, providing 
power harnessed from nature. Always a vital part 
of Lancaster County culture, the PA Amish are 
involved in agriculture as well as an array of 
businesses and cottage industries. When you visit 
Lancaster County be sure to take a tour of the 

Pennsylvania Amish countryside –you can even do it in an Amish horse and buggy. 
Afterwards, explore the many Amish-themed attractions, and events, shop for hand-made 
Amish crafts, and chow down on some authentic PA Dutch cooking. 
See more at:http://www.padutchcountry.com/activities/amish-activities 
 

Landis Valley Village & Farm Museum is a living history village of Pennsylvania Dutch life. 
Once an actual rural crossroads village, Landis Valley has more than 40 historic structures 
located on 100 scenic acres. Costumed guides explain Pennsylvania Dutch traditions and 
folklore and skilled artisans demonstrate traditional crafts and open hearth cooking. Horse-
drawn wagon rides are also offered. The museum also features heirloom gardens, authentic 
farmsteads, historic breeds of animals, and an outstanding museum store. 
Open year 'round. Monday - Saturday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM; Sunday 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM - See 
more at:  http://www.padutchcountry.com/members/landis_valley_museum.asp 

 
Mennonite Information Center Mennonite Information Center 2209 Millstream Road 
Lancaster, PA 17602 offers information and insight on the life and beliefs of the Amish and 
Mennonites. Mennonite Step-on-Guides are available for personal tours of the Amish country, 
and a movie and exhibit are provided free of charge. Staff persons are available to answer 
questions, and guide visitors through the area. The Center features maps, brochures, and 
other information of the area, as well as books and the unique Ten Thousand Villages gifts. 
Center is open Monday through Saturday all year. - See more at:  
http://www.padutchcountry.com/members/mennonite_information_center.asp 
 

 
 
 
 

And there is so much more…… 
 

Amish country 
Source Google image library 

http://www.padutchcountry.com/activities/lancaster-tours.asp
http://www.padutchcountry.com/activities/lancaster-tours.asp
http://www.padutchcountry.com/activities/lancaster-tours.asp
http://www.padutchcountry.com/shopping/lancaster-quilts.asp
http://www.padutchcountry.com/shopping/lancaster-quilts.asp
http://www.padutchcountry.com/dining/pennsylvania-dutch-dining.asp
http://www.padutchcountry.com/activities/amish-activities
http://www.padutchcountry.com/members/landis_valley_museum.asp
http://www.padutchcountry.com/members/mennonite_information_center.asp

